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FACT SHEET
ONTARIO FARM FRESH MARKETING ASSOCIATION
Fast Facts and On-Farm Market Study
Fast Facts about the Ontario Farm Fresh Marketing Association (OFFMA)
· Founded in 1973 by farmers for farmers.

· It is a not-for-profit, educational and promotional organization for Ontario farm marketers.

· Voluntary membership includes over 300 farms across Ontario. 

· Member farms produce many diversified products such as honey, maple syrup, elk products, organic ice cream, fruit wines as well as berries, apples and pumpkins.
· Mazes are becoming more and more popular and many members are now including them on their farms.

· More than 250,000 school children visited a farm last year on a class trip.

Findings from the 2009 On-Farm Market Study

· On-farm markets are a significant contributor to the provincial economy.
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Supported through the Ontario Farmers’ Markets Strategy,
part of Growing Forward, a Federal-Provincial-Territorial initiative
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Total economic impact of on-farm markets in Ontario is $420 million per year.
· It is estimated that there are 750 on-farm markets in Ontario generating an estimated 8,000,000 on-farm customer visits annually.
· Family fun, freshness of product and tradition are prime motivators for customers visiting on-farm markets.

· Fruits, vegetables, baked goods and agritainment are the top four products purchased.
· Eighty per cent of customers rate purchasing directly from the on-farm market as extremely important or somewhat important.
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For more information about OFFMA’s website, or to arrange a visit to an OFFMA’s members’ farm, please contact:

Kathy Khamis / Alyssa Stuart
Faye Clack Communications Inc.

905-206-0577 ext. 247 / 225
kkhamis@fayeclack.com / astuart@fayeclack.com



“On-farm marketing” is a term used to describe the number of diverse activities, ranging from pick-your-own operations to agritainment to on-farm markets selling fresh and in-season produce and processed foods.
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www.ontariofarmfresh.com




